 Premises Licences

Premises Licence
A premises licence is needed in order to hold regulated entertainment. This includes plays, film shows, indoor sporting events, performances of live or recorded music, dance performances and similar entertainments; the provision of entertainment facilities. 

A premises licence is also needed in order for alcohol to be sold. In this case the applicant has to name a designated premises supervisor (DPS) who is the holder of a personal licence. However, the Licensing Authority has discretion to waive the need for a DPS for a village hall where the committee collectively accept the responsibility for supervising the sale of alcohol.

A Premises Licence for entertainment does not require annual renewal. An alcohol licence (as part of a Premises Licence) is subject to annual renewal. Individual licensable events can be covered with a Temporary Event Notice (TEN) with a maximum of 12 events per annum. Records should be kept of all licences granted to the hall.

It is recommended that committees review their licensing needs annually.

Private Functions
Where halls are hired out to private individuals for a private function, these activities are not generally licensable events. However, the owner of the premises cannot be involved in the organization of the event – merely hire out the room.
Complying with Licence Conditions
The Licence Application form includes an operating schedule and various policy statements that confirm the applicant’s compliance with licensing objects. When the licence is granted, these statements become part of the licence thus requiring perpetual observation by the licence holder.

The Licensing Authority will provide a summary of the Premises Licence for display on the notice board. A copy of the operating schedule and poliy statements will not be 

shown but hall committees could put these on display in the hall.
Review (2012)
The Government  reviewed the need for village halls to be licensed for entertainment. There have already been changes to the TENs application procedure and also to the alcohol licensing rules. The main changes are summarised below. 

Changes to the Licensing Act 2003
The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 came into force on 25th April 2012 and made changes to the Licensing Act 2003:

· The list of ‘responsible authorities’ that can make observations on new licence applications now includes the Licensing Authority itself and Health Bodies (currently Primary Care Trusts)

· Removal of ‘vicinity test’ on representations by members of the public will allow anyone to object to a Premises Licence application

· Tougher penalties for the persistent supply of alcohol to children
· Changes to Temporary Event Notices:

·  Notices must be sent to the Licensing Authority, Police and  Environmental Health Department (previously just Police)

· Objections can be made on any of the four licensing objectives (previously only the Police could object on grounds of preventing crime and disorder)

· Both authorities have 3 working days in which to make an objection

· A single TEN can now cover 7 days (previously 4 days)

The Licensing Act 2003 (mandatory licensing conditions) Order 2010 imposes the following conditions on the Supply and Sale of Alcohol
· a ban on irresponsible promotions

· a ban on dispensing alcohol directly into customers’ mouths

· mandatory provision of free tap water

· age verification policy

· smaller measures (beer or cider – half pint; gin, rum, vodka or whisky – 25ml or 35ml; still wine in a glass - 125ml. Customers must be made aware of the availability of these measures.
 (see FACTFILE G8-1 and D4-8)

The Live Music Act 2012 changes the Licensing Act 2003 so you no longer need a special licence to stage a live music performance if it takes place between 8am and 11pm in licensed premises or workplace with an audience of less than 200. You don’t need a licence for unamplified live music any place between the same hours. The Live Music Act regulates live performances, not recorded music.
The Licensing Act 2003 (Descriptions of Entertainment) (Amendment) Order 2013 deregulates some activities between 08.00 and 23.00hrs :

· performance of a play in front of an audience of 500 persons or less;

· performance of dance in front of an audience of 500 persons or less (unless it is relevant entertainment within the meaning of Schedule 3 para 2A Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 - i.e. certain forms of sexual entertainment); and

· indoor sporting events in front of an audience of 1,000 persons or less.

Further, mixed martial arts will become licensable as boxing or wrestling entertainment as opposed to being an indoor sport.

The Order does not reference proposed changes to live music or recorded music and further consultation is ongoing in respect of proposals to partially deregulate community film exhibitions.

The Government (DCMS) is in the process of deregulating entertainment in community premises. The table summarises the situation as at 31 July 2013 (highlighted items indicate deregulation)

	
	Licensing Act 2003

Premises Licence needed for:
	Deregulated 2013

Community Premises

	
	Provision of regulated entertainment
	Licensing Act 2003 (Descriptions of Entertainment) (Amendment) Order 2013
	Live Music Act 2012

	a)
	a performance of a play
	performance of a play -  audience of <500  between 08.00 and 23.00hrs
	

	b)
	an exhibition of a film
	
	

	c)
	an indoor sporting event
	indoor sporting events - audience of <1000  between 08.00 and 23.00hrs
	

	d)
	a boxing or wrestling entertainment
	
	

	e)
	a performance of live music
	
	Unamplified live music - audience of <200  between 08.00 and 23.00hrs 

	f)
	any playing of recorded music
	
	

	g)
	a performance of dance
	performance of dance - audience of <500  between 08.00 and 23.00hrs
	

	h)
	entertainment of a similar description to that falling within (e), (f) or (g)
	
	

	
	Provision of late night refreshment 
	
	

	
	Sale by retail of alcohol

	
	


Licensing Checklist – see over the page

LICENSING CHECKLIST

	Question
	Answer

	Do you need a Premises Licence?


	Review number of licensable

activities held in the building

	Would a Premises Licence be a

'selling point' for the hall? 
	Consider potential new users and

their needs

	Is there a need to serve or sell

alcohol in the building?
	Review need and calculate number of occasions per annum

	Would a Temporary Event Notice

satisfy demand?
	Consider costs and convenience of both options

	Applying for a

Premises Licence:

 application form

 plan of site and building

 advertisement on site

 advertisement in press

 attendance at L.A. meeting


	Seek advice from Village Halls

Adviser before submitting

application



	Submitting a Temporary Event

Notice


	The person giving notice is the

Person responsible for the activity – DO NOT GIVE NOTICE for some-one else!

	Compliance with Licence conditions:

 Fire Safety:risk assessment

 Electrical safety checks

 Gas safety checks

 Hiring Agreement - hirer's obligations

 Monitoring - observance of special conditions
	Maintain compliance checks on a

Continuous basis - L.A. can check at any time!



	Hiring Agreement
	All users must sign a hiring

agreement which contains details of the Premises Licence

	Prize Draws and 200 clubs


	Register with Local Authority for

small society lottery

	 Raffles (all tickets sold at the event)

 Race nights and casino nights for charity

 Bingo

 Alcohol prizes in raffles
	No licence required for any of these



	 Live or recorded music played
	 PRS Licence needed

	Recorded music played
	 PPL Licence needed

	DVD/film/video shown in hall
	 PVSL or MPLC licence required



